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Registration
7:00 – 8:00 am

Room: Counter No. 2

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
7:00 – 8:00 am

Room: Madison Ballroom

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
(Workshops Run Concurrently)
8:00 – 11:30 am	

Pre-Conference Workshop for Clinical Trials Office Leadership
Room: Madison Ballroom

Identifying ways to measure and evaluate clinical research operations. 
Aggregate data from participating centers will be reviewed and evaluated 
with a focus on identifying possible reasons for outlying results.

Led by:
•	 Kerry Bridges, MBA, BSN, CCRC, Administrator, Clinical Research Office, 

Indiana University Simon Cancer Center
•	 Henry Durivage, PharmD, Director, Human Research Services, The Cancer 

Institute of New Jersey, and Director, CINJ Oncology Group

Presenters:
•	 Charleen Pagel Jue, CTO Program Director, University of Minnesota 

Masonic Cancer Center
•	 Joy Ostroff, RN, BSN, OCN, Facility Director-Clinical Protocol Office, UNC 

Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center

Wednesday, September 2nd

Pre-Conference Workshops

WORKSHOP AGENDA
Pre-Conference Workshop for Clinical Trials Office Leadership

8:00 - 10:00 am “Metrics & Beyond” Collaborative initiative: 
IITs — Metrics, Performance & Resources; 
Resource Allocation Initiative; and Contracts 
Initiative

10:00 - 10:15 am BREAK

10:15 - 11:00 am Roundtable Discussion on Patient Accrual

Panel:
•	 Linda K. Parreco, RN, MS, Public Health 

Advisor, Office of Communication & 
Education, Office of Partnerships & 
Dissemination Initiatives, NCI

•	 Dan Davis, Oncology Clinical Operations 
Team Leader, Eli Lilly and Company.

11:00 - 11:15 am Update on the AACI Clinical Research 
Initiative

Miriam Bischoff, MS, MBA, Facility Director, 
Cancer Clinical Trials Office & Protocol Review 
and Monitoring System, Stanford Cancer Center

11:15 - 11:30 am Wrap Up
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Pre-Conference Workshop for ODEAN
Room: Hall of Ideas F

Workshop for the OnCore Developer & Adopter Network (ODEAN).

Led by:
•	 Gopi Potnuru, PercipEnz
•	 Colleen Krattiger, PercipEnz

Wednesday, September 2nd

Pre-Conference Workshops (continued)

WORKSHOP AGENDA
Pre-Conference Workshop for ODEAN

8:00 - 10:00 am Data Integration
•	 SDK Collaborative Update
•	 Centers Share Information About 

Integrations that Have Been Developed

CTRP Reporting

10:00 - 10:15 am BREAK

10:15 - 11:30 am Custom Reporting
•	 Jasper Report Demo, Creating Some More 

Complicated Reports
•	 Centers Share Information About Reports 

that Have Been Developed and Potentially 
Share Existing Reports with Other Centers

Pre-Conference Introduction to Onsemble  
& OnCore Adoption Workshop
Room: Hall of Ideas E

This session will provide an introduction to the Onsemble community 
and resources, an introductory overview of OnCore, and in-depth 
demonstrations of specific OnCore functionality. Interested attendees 
will include people who are new to OnCore as well as staff from 
centers that have recently implemented OnCore or are considering 
implementing new functionality.

Led by:
•	 Angi Allen, PercipEnz
•	 James Wurdeman, PercipEnz

WORKSHOP AGENDA
Pre-Conference Intro to Onsemble & OnCore Adoption Workshop

8:00 - 8:15 am Introduction to Onsemble

8:15 - 9:25 am Introduction to OnCore for Newcomers

9:30 - 10:00 am ePRMS

10:00 - 10:15 am BREAK

10:15 - 11:00 am Study Calendars

11:00 - 11:30 am Screening
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Wednesday, September 2nd

Networking Luncheon

NETWORKING LUNCHEON
11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Grand Terrace

Join your peers with similar job roles at one of the tables marked for 
your group:

	 Regulatory Management

	 Bio-Clinical Informatics, OnCore Administration, and Data 
Management

	 Financials Management	

	 Clinical Trials Office Leadership Teams

Wednesday, September 2nd

General Session

REGISTRATION
11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Room: Counter No. 2

GENERAL SESSION
1:00 – 5:15 pm 
Room: Madison Ballroom		

Welcome
1:00 – 1:10 pm

Welcome to the eighth face-to-face gathering of the Onsemble 
community.

Srini Kalluri, PercipEnz

KEYNOTE: Overcoming Operational Barriers in Early Phase 
Oncology Clinical Trials
1:15 – 2:10 pm	

Compared with other therapeutic areas, Oncology drug development 
often has the longest timelines and lowest probability of success.  
Delays and quality losses are caused by inefficiencies in the drug 
development process at both Pharmaceutical Companies and Cancer 
Centers. New approaches to reduce inefficiencies are being piloted.

Dr. Eliav Barr, Vice President, Oncology Clinical, Merck Research Laboratories
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Wednesday, September 2nd

General Session (continued)

WELCOME RECEPTION
5:15 – 6:30 pm

Grand Terrace

A short reception on the Grand Terrace. Then, enjoy dinner on your 
own in Downtown Madison.

Wednesday, September 2nd

Welcome Reception

Inter-Institutional Data Sharing: Southeast Phase II Consortium 
(SEP2C) Case Study
2:15 – 3:15 pm

Supporting multi-center trials.	

Panel:
•	 Martha Wellons, Assistant Director for Clinical Research, VCU Massey 

Cancer Center
•	 Joy Ostroff, RN, BSN, OCN, Facility Director-Clinical Protocol Office, UNC 

Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
•	 Tony O’Hare, PhD, PercipEnz

BREAK
3:15 - 3:45 pm 

Harmonizing Clinical Trial Portfolios with Patient Populations
3:45 - 4:40 pm

Strategies for enhancing accrual.

Panel:
•	  Larissa Tis, MJ, Senior Director, eBusiness at the Coalition of Cancer 

Cooperative Groups
•	 Miriam Bischoff, MS, MBA, Facility Director, Cancer Clinical Trials Office 

& Protocol Review and Monitoring System, Stanford Cancer Center
•	 Srini Kalluri, PercipEnz

Affiliate Network and Research Consortia Portals
4:45 – 5:15 pm

Managing multi-center trials and affiliate networks with portals.

Srini Kalluri, PercipEnz
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Registration
7:30 – 8:30 am

Room: Counter No. 2

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
7:30 – 8:30 am

Room: Madison Ballroom	

SESSION: Onsemble & OnCore
8:30 – 10:30 am

Room: Madison Ballroom	

Progress Update
8:30 – 8:55 am

Update on OnCore evolution and the Onsemble community.

Srini Kalluri, PercipEnz

Technology Update
9:00 – 10:15 am

Highlights of OnCore Version 9.2 and overview of OnCore Version 10 
release planning.

Tony O’Hare, PhD, PercipEnz	

BREAK
10:15 – 10:30 am

Thursday, September 3rd

General Session

SESSION: Unified Registries Management	
10:30 – 11:30 am	

OnCore for Unified Registries Management (OnCore-URM) 
Overview and Demonstration
10:30 – 11:30 am	

Demonstration of the newest addition to the OnCore platform.

•	 Tony O’Hare, PhD, PercipEnz
•	 Francis Kwok, PercipEnz

Thursday, September 3rd

Networking Luncheon

NETWORKING LUNCHEON
11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Grand Terrace

Join your peers with similar job roles at one of the tables marked for 
your group:

	 Regulatory Management

	 Bio-Clinical Informatics, OnCore Administration, and Data 
Management

	 Financials Management	

	 Clinical Trials Office Leadership Teams
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REGISTRATION
11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Room: Counter No. 2 

SESSION: Operational Excellence through Shared 
Experiences
1:00 – 3:45 pm 
Room: Madison Ballroom

OnCore Adoption Strategies and Techniques
1:00 - 1:25 pm

Techniques and strategies for rolling-out a new CTMS and for increasing 
adoption of the system.

Joy Ostroff, RN, BSN, OCN, Facility Director-Clinical Protocol Office, UNC 
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center

Using the OnCore Audit Console
1:30 - 1:55 pm

A review of UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center’s use of the 
Audit Console as a mechanism for results tracking.

Micah Sam, PRC, DSMC, and Audit Coordinator, UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Monitoring and Auditing Investigator-Initiated Trials at the 
University of Minnesota Masonic Cancer Center
2:00 - 2:25 pm

The CTO both monitors and audits IITs conducted in the UMN Masonic 
Cancer Center. The CTO developed an Access database to capture, 
track, and resolve monitoring findings throughout a trial. The system is 
designed to allow the CTO to compare monitoring findings across trials 
and to develop targeted training and policies. Additionally, the CTO 
audits select local trials using the OnCore audit console. In a single visit, 
a monitor and auditor would capture the same type of information 
about a trial, but monitoring and auditing are entirely separate 
functions and, at the CTO, require different data collection systems.

Valerie O’Brien, MS, CCRA, QA Auditor, UMN Masonic Cancer Center

Panel Discussion on Cancer Center Organizational Structure
2:30 – 3:30 pm

Representatives from various cancer centers will share their 
organizational structure along with some insights into the strengths 
and challenges presented by each. The panel will focus on: (1) How 
various responsibilities are assigned to different job roles; (2) What 
responsibilities the Clinical Trials Office has related to clinical trials 
financials; and (3) What OnCore functionality has been adopted by 
their center.	

Panel:
•	 Charleen Pagel Jue, CTO Program Director, University of Minnesota 

Masonic Cancer Center

Thursday, September 3rd

General Session (continued)
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Thursday, September 3rd

General Session (continued)

•	 Yan Carrie Ma, MBA, CCRC, Associate Director, Clinical Research Shared 
Services, Arizona Cancer Center

•	 Martha Wellons, Assistant Director for Clinical Research, VCU Massey 
Cancer Center

•	 Ellen Graves Wojcik, Business Analyst, Emory - Winship Cancer Institute

POSTER SESSION: Cancer Center Organizational 
Structure
3:30 – 4:00 pm 
Room: Grand Terrace

An extended break to provides attendees an opportunity to discuss in 
detail cancer center organizational issues with representatives from 
seven cancer centers. This session is cumulative and includes posters 
from the panel discussion at this as well as the previous conference.

SESSION: Eliminating Boundaries
4:00 – 5:30 pm	

Panel Discussion on Affiliate Management &  
Managing Multi-Site Trials
4:00 – 4:55 pm

Strategies and techniques for managing affiliates and multi-site trials 
will be presented. Representatives from three cancer centers will cover 
topics including contracts, regulatory management, the additional 
complexity over and above existing challenges of Investigator Initiated 
Trials, site management, ensuring data quality, and resource allocation.

Panel:
•	  Joy Ostroff, RN, BSN, OCN, Facility Director-Clinical Protocol Office, UNC 

Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
•	 Henry Durivage, PharmD, Director of Human Research Services & Director, 

CINJ Oncology Group, The Cancer Institute of New Jersey
•	 Sherrie Reynolds, BSN, CCRP, Director, Clinical Trials Unit, Case 

Comprehensive Cancer Center

NCI’s Clinical Trials Reporting Program
5:00 - 5:30 pm

Mr. Speakman will provide an overview on this NCI program, the 
information platform on which it is based, and some suggestions on 
how best to prepare for, and benefit from, the program.

John Speakman, Associate Director Clinical Trials Products and Programs and 
Center for Bioinformatics, NCI

Hospitality Suite at the Hilton
9:00 – 11:00 pm

Capitol Club 
14th Floor, Hilton

After enjoying dinner on your own in Downtown Madison, please join 
us for dessert and cocktails at the Hilton.

Thursday, September 3rd

Hospitality Suite
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CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
7:30 – 8:30 am

Room: Grand Terrace	

Breakout Sessions
(Breakouts Run Concurrently)
8:30 – 11:30 am

EDC & Data Management
Room: Hall of Ideas H

This breakout will focus largely on CCSG Applications: How to get an 
outstanding ranking, successful preparation strategies, and site visit 
experiences. But first, the group will take a look at some workflow 
implications and new fields related to CTRP, CTCAE v. 4.0, and 
Summary reports. Members of the OnCore community have prompted a 
few refinements of the CCSG guidelines including some clarifications in 
the Standard Cancer Center Summary instructions. Pat Winkler Carolan 
of NCI will introduce the revised version of the ICDO reference chart  
and reveal the latest about multi-site trials used in Summary 4.

Led by: 
Erin Pennington, Clinical Trials Technical Director, Nevada Cancer Institute 
 
Facilitated by: 
Curt Hampton, PercipEnz

Friday, September 4th

Breakout Sessions

Breakout Session AGENDA
EDC & Data Management

8:30 - 8:45 am Overview and Introductions

8:45 - 9:10 am Gap Analysis: Workflow Implications and 
New Fields in OnCore

Kerry Hanko, PercipEnz

9:15 - 9:40 am The Details Within the Summaries

Patricia Winkler Carolan, MS, Computer 
Specialist/Program Analyst, Office of Cancer 
Centers, Office of the Director, NCI/NIH

9:45 - 10:15 am CCSG Applications & Competitive Renewal 
Experiences

Ellen Wojcik, MBA, CCRP, Business Analyst, 
Emory - Winship Cancer Institute

10:15 - 10:30 am BREAK

10:30 - 11:15 am CCSG Applications & Competitive Renewal 
Experiences (cont.)

11:15 - 11:30 am Wrap Up
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Financials Management
Room: Hall of Ideas F

Focus on high-level issues surrounding Study Financials Management. 
Discussions will focus on the operational aspects of the topics at hand 
more than specific technological solutions.

Facilitated by: 
Jeanne Hains, PercipEnz 

Regulatory Management
Room: Hall of Ideas E

Focus on comparing and contrasting regulatory roles, processes and 
challenges across research institutions. Presenters will provide an 
overview of their institutional models and roles. Points of consideration 
are division of tasks and workloads, advantages and challenges of 
various process models, regulatory audit findings, and addressing audit 
findings.

Facilitated by:
•	 Chad Adams, MPH, PercipEnz
•	 Dean Ballweg, PercipEnz

Friday, September 4th

Breakout Sessions (continued)

Breakout Session AGENDA
Regulatory Management

8:30 - 8:45 am Overview and Introductions

8:45 - 9:25 am Regulatory Role Analysis
Review of the responsibilities of Regulatory 
roles across institutions.

9:30 - 10:15 am Regulatory Process Analysis
Discussion of the similarities and uniqueness 
of Regulatory processes in both centralized 
and decentralized institutions.

10:15 - 10:30 am BREAK

10:30 - 10:55 am Common Regulatory Audit Findings
Exploration of common audit findings and 
perspectives of the mechanisms that lead to 
them from the auditor’s perspective.

11:00 - 11:30 am Addressing Common Regulatory Audit 
Findings
Discussion of strategies that are used to 
address common regulatory audit findings 
including: new processes, training, and 
check-and-balance strategies.
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Friday, September 4th

Wrap-Up Luncheon

Wrap-Up Luncheon
11:30 – 1:00 pm

Room: Grand Terrace
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Presenter Biosketches

Eliav Barr, MD, Vice President, Oncology Clinical Research – Scientific 
Operations at Merck Research Laboratories

Dr. Eliav Barr is Vice President, Oncology Clinical Research – Scientific 
Operations at Merck Research Laboratories in West Point, PA USA. In this 
role, he is responsible for clinical trials planning and execution in the area of 
oncology, one of Merck’s fastest growing areas of research.

Dr. Barr joined Merck & Co., Inc. in 1995 and in 1998 became the head of 
the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine clinical program. He developed 
the clinical/regulatory strategy for the program; designed and managed 
17 clinical studies involving over 30,000 subjects worldwide; developed a 
program to evaluate the economic impact and long-term efficacy of the HPV 
vaccine, and oversaw analyses of key clinical studies. The program resulted 
in the first demonstration of prophylactic efficacy for a vaccine targeting HPV 
(Koutsky et al. N Engl J Med 2002;347:1645-51), and the first demonstration 
that prophylactic administration of a vaccine targeting HPV types 6, 11, 16, 
and 18 is highly effective in reducing cervical, vulvar, and vaginal cancer risk 
and genital wart rates caused by these types (FUTURE II Study Group. Lancet 
2007; 369:1861-1868; FUTURE I Study Group. Lancet 2007;369:1693-1702). 
The vaccine that was evaluated in these studies (GARDASIL®, Merck & Co., 
Inc.) has been licensed in over 100 countries. Over 25,000,000 doses have 
been distributed.

Dr. Barr received his medical degree from the Jefferson Medical College in 
1986 (summa cum laude) and completed an Internal Medicine residency, a 
Cardiology Fellowship, at Johns Hopkins in 1990. He subsequently pursued 
post-doctoral training at the University of Michigan, and was on faculty at the 
University of Chicago prior to joining Merck.

Miriam Bischoff, MS, MBA, Facility Director, Cancer Clinical Trials 
Office & Protocol Review and Monitoring System, Stanford Cancer 
Center
Miriam Bischoff, MS, MBA, has been the Facility Director for the Stanford 
Cancer Clinical Trials Office (CCTO) since its inception in 2003. She is 
responsible for the overall operation of the CCTO, including its budget and 
staff. The CCTO provides regulatory, financial, administrative, research, 
and educational services to Cancer Center investigators conducting clinical 
trials. Programs of the resource serve to increase awareness and accrual to 
clinical trials as well as to improve the quality and efficiencies of conducting 
clinical trials in compliance with regulatory, documentation, and oversight 
requirements.

Ms. Bischoff also oversees the Stanford Cancer Center Scientific Review 
Committee (SRC), Data and Safety Monitoring Committee (DSMC), and 
the two coordinators associated with these committees. Ms. Bischoff was 
instrumental in developing these committees and their standard operating 
procedures. Stanford’s DSMC Plan is posted on the NCI web site as a sample 
plan.

A key aspect of Ms. Bischoff’s role has been developing and managing 
collaborations between the CCTO, SRC, DSMC, and other organizations 
within the Stanford Cancer Center, and the School of Medicine. Through 
these collaborative initiatives, Ms. Bischoff contributed to Stanford’s successful 
initial application to the NCI for a Cancer Center Support Grant, the launch 
of the NCI Central IRB at Stanford, and improving efficiencies for cancer 
study budget development and contract negotiation for trials with industry 
sponsorship. Ms. Bischoff is a member of the Association of American Cancer 
Institutes Clinical Research Initiative Steering Committee.
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Presenter Biosketches (continued)

Kerry Bridges, MBA, RN, CCRC, Administrator, Clinical Research 
Office, Indiana University Simon Cancer Center

Kerry Bridges has been in her present role since December of 2004. IUSCC is 
an NCI designated cancer center which accrues approximately 1500 patients 
annually on more than 250 active clinical studies. Ms. Bridges has 14 years 
experience in clinical research including 4 years as the Operations Director 
of a private hematology/oncology practice and as a research nurse, data 
manager and quality management supervisor at the South Carolina Cancer 
Center.

Ms. Bridges is a University of South Carolina Nursing graduate with nine years 
critical care experience. After moving to Indiana in 2001, Ms. Bridges received 
an MBA with concentrations in health administration and entrepreneurship. 
Ms. Bridges holds certifications in critical & emergency care , clinical research 
and adult fitness. She is an avid hiker and master gardener.

Patricia Winkler Carolan, MS, Computer Specialist/Program Analyst, 
Office of Cancer Centers, Office of the Director, NCI/NIH

Pat Winkler Carolan is the Program Analyst/Computer Specialist in the Office 
of Cancer Centers at the National Cancer Institute. She is the administrator 
for the relational database that contains the cancer center support grant 
data, i.e., Summary 1, 2, 3, and 4. To do so, she interacts often with Cancer 
Center administrators and technical staff regarding their annual electronic 
data submissions. In addition to the centers database, she creates annual ratio 
figures used for site visit evaluations and other budget statistics using tools 
such as Crystal Reports and Oracle Discoverer. She is also responsible for the 
managing and maintaining the cancer center website  

(http://www.cancercenters.cancer.gov) and recently added a new feature 
called “benchmark data” which uses aggregated annual data submitted from 
the centers.

Dan Davis, Oncology Clinical Operations Team Leader, Eli Lilly and 
Company

Dan Davis has been in the pharma industry for 22 years and has 13 years of 
experience in the oncology arena. He has been with Eli Lilly for ten years. For 
the last year Mr. Davis has been the Operations Clinical Development Liaison 
Manager for the Eastern half of the US, prior to that he was a Manager for the 
Oncology MSL program for 5 years. Predating these experiences Mr. Davis 
was in sales.

Henry Durivage, PharmD, Director of Human Research Services, The 
Cancer Institute of New Jersey and Director, CINJ Oncology Group

Henry Durivage, PharmD joined the Cancer Institute of New Jersey (CINJ) as 
the Director of Human Research Services in February 2003 and continues to 
serve in this capacity. Dr. Durivage also directs the CINJ multi-center clinical 
trials operation and serves as chairman of the CINJ data and safety monitoring 
committee.

Dr. Durivage received his doctorate of Pharmacy from the University of 
Nebraska College of Pharmacy in 1979 and directed clinical research 
operations at the Yale Comprehensive Cancer Center/Yale University Medical 
School from 1980-1992. Prior to joining CINJ, Dr. Durivage was Vice 
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Presenter Biosketches (continued)

President of Research Integrity at Theradex; the National Cancer Institute’s 
clinical trial monitoring service. At Theradex he managed the conduct of 
pivotal clinical trials and led NCI’s cancer center audit program.

Charleen Pagel Jue, BS, RN, CTO Program Manager, University of 
Minnesota Masonic Cancer Center

Charleen Pagel Jue joined the University of Minnesota Cancer Center as 
CTO Program Manager in January, 2007. Prior to joining the University of 
Minnesota, Charleen worked in the biotech/pharmaceutical industry for 
over fifteen years. Charleen most recently was the Sr. Director of Clinical 
Operations at MGI Pharma, Inc. where she managed clinical operations, data 
management, medical writing, and biostatistics.

Carrie Ma, MBA, CCRC, Associate Director, Clinical Research Shared 
Service (CRSS) – Arizona Cancer Center

Ms. Ma oversees day-to-day clinical trials operations at the Arizona Cancer 
Center which include protocol submission and study administration; data 
management and research nursing service; clinical research database 
management and reporting; as well as CRSS financial management. She is 
responsible to create and manage the clinical research infrastructure and 
functions to ensure the cancer center achieves its clinical research goals and 
to meet the requirements as a NCI designated comprehensive cancer center. 
A Pharmacist by training, Ms. Ma has extensive experience in clinical trials 
management and organizing the clinical trials process via her prior experience 
working at M. D. Anderson Cancer Center as well as in global Pharmaceutical 
industry. She assumed the current position in January of 2007.

Valerie O’Brien, MS, CCRA, QA Manager, UMN Masonic Cancer 
Center Clinical Trials Office

Valerie O’Brien, MS, CCRA is the quality assurance manager for the University 
of Minnesota Masonic Cancer Center Clinical Trials Office. She holds a 
master’s degree in Health Services Research with a minor in Statistics which 
she uses only at gunpoint. Ms. O’Brien has over 10 years of experience in 
developing, managing, monitoring, and auditing clinical trials. She has 
experience in medical device and pharmaceutical trials, academic medicine, 
and national foodborne disease epidemiology.  

Before moving into research, Ms. O’Brien was a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Sierra Leone, worked in a missionary hospital in Ivory Coast, and made candy 
bars at the Nazareth Candy Company in Nazareth, Israel. 

Joy Ostroff, RN, BSN, OCN, Facility Director-Clinical Protocol Office, 
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

The Facility Director implements policies and is directly responsible for 
the overall operations of the CPO through the professional staff; oncology 
research nurse clinicians, financial managers, clinical research associates, 
regulatory associates, data managers, and administrative staff.

The CPO facilitates and strengthens clinical research conducted at UNC-LCCC 
by providing centralized services extended to its Cancer Center members 
in protocol development, financial management, regulatory oversight, 
patient care and coordination services along with data management. 



14

Presenter Biosketches (continued)

Managing collaborations with the Biostatistics and Data Management Core, 
Tissue Procurement Core, and Investigational Drug Services is an essential 
component of continued achievements.

The UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center is committed to the 
science and safety of their patients participating in clinical trials, protocol 
compliance and data accuracy. Under the plan adopted by UNC- LCCC and 
approved by the NCI in 2001, Ms. Ostroff provides administrative oversight 
and is a working member of the Protocol Review Committee (PRC), the Data 
Safety and Monitoring Committee (DSMC), and the Oncology Protocol Audit 
Committee (OPAC).

Linda K. Parreco, RN, MS, Public Health Advisor, Office of 
Communication & Education, Office of Partnerships & Dissemination 
Initiatives, NCI
Linda Parreco, RN, MS, is an oncology nurse in the National Cancer 
Institute’s Office of Communication and Education. Within OCE, the Office 
of Partnership and Dissemination Initiatives, focuses on developing strategic 
partnerships and using dissemination methods to ensure the NCIs messages 
and programs reach the public, especially underserved populations. OCE is 
particularly interested in defining and implementing communication and 
education strategies to support accrual to NCI clinical trials. 

Ms. Parreco’s interest in clinical trials is long standing and includes the 
unique opportunity to experience oncology practice from the community, 
academic and government settings.  In 1983, with the NCIs creation of 
the Community Clinical Oncology Program, she was hired by the Wichita 
CCOP as their first oncology research nurse.  In 1992 Ms. Parreco moved 
to Washington DC to work at the Lombardi Cancer Center at Georgetown 

University in their newly created oncology nurse case management program. 
She managed a multidisciplinary clinic for early stage breast cancer patients 
and coordinated care for a case load of breast cancer patients.  During that 
time she completed a graduate degree in Oncology Nursing at Georgetown 
University.  Ms. Parreco entered government service in 1999 with the NCI’s 
Division of Cancer Prevention (DCP) where she was the head of the Protocol 
Information Office for 5 years. The challenge of accruing participants to early 
phase prevention trials brought opportunities for examining and improving 
the process of protocol review and activation. Ms. Parreco moved to the NCIs 
Office of Communication and Education in 2004. 

Erin Pennington, Clinical Trials Technical Director, Nevada Cancer 
Institute

Erin Pennington joined the Nevada Cancer Institute in March of 2009 as the 
technical director for clinical trials.  In this role she provides financial and 
managerial oversight of clinical research operations.  Erin joined NVCI at an 
exciting transition time and hopes to contribute to the institute’s goal of 
NCI designated status in the upcoming years.  Erin was previously at Indiana 
University Simon Cancer Center where she served as OnCore Administration 
and Clinical Trials Office manager.  She spent several years as a team leader 
and study coordinator with the hematological malignancies program and also 
worked to develop new protocols for investigator initiated trials within the 
Cancer Center and the Hoosier Oncology Group. Prior to that, she worked in 
Data Management with Eli Lilly on the ALIMTA Product team.
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Presenter Biosketches (continued)

Ms. Pennington is originally from San Antonio, Texas and is a graduate of 
the University of Texas with a Bachelors of Science in Biology. She is enjoying 
exploring the city of Las Vegas with her husband and two children and hopes 
to complete her Masters in Health Administration in the next few years

Sherrie Reynolds, BSN, CCRP Director, Clinical Trials Core Facility, 
Case Comprehensive Cancer Center

Sherrie Reynolds is the Administrative Director of the CTU of the Ireland 
Cancer Center. She is responsible for oversight for all satellites and affiliates. 
Anne Ness and Sherrie Reynolds have worked together with some of 
their affiliate sites to train the sites in the use of OnCore for their database 
management. Their most recent project includes training staff from Uganda 
and Kenya to use OnCore. Ms. Reynolds received her BSN from Pennsylvania 
State University. Currently she serves on the Board of Directors of the NSABP, 
chairs the Clinical Trial Nursing Committee of the NSABP and is a member 
of the NSABP Breast, Audit and Mentor committees. She also serves as a 
member of the CASE Scientific Review Committee.

Micah Sam, PRC, DSMC, and Audit Coordinator, UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Micah Sam oversees the coordination of the Protocol Review Committee 
(PRC), Data Safety and Monitoring Committee (DSMC), and internal Audits 
for the Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center at the University of 
North Carolina. His “career” has taken him from assisting in the Graduate 
Orthodontic Clinic at UNC, to interning in Manhattan for an electronic music 

label, from the tundra-like wasteland of Rochester, NY as a Music Promotions 
Coordinator, back to Chapel Hill assisting in immigration and international 
services for UNC, before finally landing at the Lineberger Cancer Center. 

In the past three years he has been responsible for implementing and 
integrating the use of the Electronic Protocol Review Management System 
(ePRMS), incorporating the coordination of Lineberger internal Audits and the 
incorporation of the Audit Console to his duties, as well as providing unofficial 
technical support for people who have trouble using Microsoft Excel and 
Google. His dashing good looks are superseded only by his intelligence and 
honest, humble appraisal of himself, which you can be sure of, since he wrote 
this illuminating biosketch himself.

John Speakman, Associate Director, National Cancer Institute
John Speakman serves as Associate Director for Clinical Products and 
Programs within the Center for Biomedical Informatics and Information 
Technology (CBIIT), National Cancer Institute, where he leads CBIIT’s 
informatics initiatives in support of clinical research and care within the 
caBIG® program.  He joined NCI in September 2006 from Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC), where he has worked since joining the 
institution in 1991 from St. Thomas’s Hospital in London, UK.

Larissa Tis, MJ, Senior Director, eBusiness at the Coalition of Cancer 
Cooperative Groups
Larissa has more than ten years experience in the internet/software industry 
directing domestic and international business units. Larissa helped pioneer 
e-Business in the Mid 90’s when she was recruited by VerticalNet to lead 
their vertical market editorial team, the first of its kind on the Internet. She 
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Presenter Biosketches (continued)

later moved to direct international operations for the company and worked 

with management to execute some of the then-largest Internet deals in 
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